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Abstract

Introduction

Environmental culture is an important element of human general culture and will
occupy a dominant position among other branches of cultural activity over time. It
coordinates relations between society and the environment. Also, environmental
culture regulates environmental activities with the aim of harmonizing social and
natural relations. The adverse effects and consequences of the environment have
brought individual concerns about the environment to humanity, and along with
other psychological problems, some environmental concerns have also been added
to the concerns of contemporary humans as environmental sorrows. Such a
situation is undoubtedly the product of the current dominant culture and the
consumption-based social model that has grown and developed over many years.
Accordingly, identifying the socio-cultural drivers affecting environmental culture
is not a goal, but an undeniable necessity for the social system. Therefore, the
increase in human actions on the environment and the dominant pattern of
uncontrolled consumption in modern society contribute to the further
intensification of the global environmental crisis, and the way out of this crisis is
possible not only based on the normative-legal regulations of all areas of socio-
economic life, but also by increasing the environmental culture of the population.
Therefore, environmental culture is a tool that turns undesirable consequences into
desirable opportunities. Considering the discussion raised in the field of
environment, international studies conducted in the field of environmental culture
are the first step in determining the macro-social and cultural trends affecting the
future of environmental culture. It seems that there are a number of basic drivers
within the macro-social and cultural trends, and by identifying these drivers,
threats and opportunities arising from them can be identified. Accordingly, the
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present study examines and discusses the trends affecting environmental culture in
the social and cultural fields in the future.

Research Method

In this study, based on the research objective of identifying and analyzing
threats and opportunities arising from the drivers of environmental culture in
the social and cultural fields, the futures research method with the approach
of trend analysis and driver analysis has been used to analyze this issue. In
this study, the statistical population of the study includes; specialists and
experts and some environmental activists in the country who can have the
most knowledge and information about the future of the environment and its
related culture in Iran. The sampling method was carried out purposefully
and, considering the existing conditions and facilities, 28 people were
surveyed. Data collection was based on brainstorming sessions between
specialists and experts and some environmental activists in the country,

whose findings were analyzed.

Results and Discussion

In this study, an attempt was made to identify and analyze the socio-cultural
macro-trend affecting environmental culture using the experiences of
specialists and experts and some environmental activists in the country. It
should be noted that environmental culture can be simultaneously affected by
economic, political, and even technical macro trends, but in this study, the
social and cultural macro trend has been specifically analyzed and examined.
The results showed that the drivers (attracting public participation for zero
waste, increasing urbanization in the world, creating a green vision,
environmental education for children, creating a common environmental
vision) are among the important drivers that have high scores in terms of
impact and certainty, and their probability of occurrence is higher than other
drivers. It goes without saying that in order to improve the environmental
culture of a country, one should focus on such drivers. Also, the status of the
drivers is very important in terms of low impact, but high certainty in terms of
probability of occurrence. In other words, these drivers have either occurred or
are about to occur. These drivers include (increasing deculturation or decline
of traditional culture, population growth, changing individual habits, global
commitment to the environment, focus on the desired future of socio-
ecological systems). These drivers may have low impact, but their chances of

occurrence are higher and they have high certainty of occurrence.

Conclusion
In this study, the social and cultural macro-trend has been specifically
analyzed and examined. Based on this macro-trend, drivers in national and



7 | Ahmadi and Colleagues | Identifying and Analyzing Threats and Opportunities ...

transnational dimensions have been identified and analyzed, and focusing on
these drivers can promote environmental culture in the future. In general, 18
drivers for the future of environmental culture have been identified both in
the national and international arenas, which create important issues in the
social and cultural fields for predicting the country's environmental culture.
Quantitative analysis and statistical ranking of these drivers showed that
things such as; attracting public participation for zero waste, increasing
urbanization in the world, creating a green landscape and environmental
education for children are more important and effective than drivers such as;
developing environmental knowledge, restraint and control of fishing,
hunting and harvesting from nature, anti-social algorithms of the Internet and

cyberspace, and national dialogue for soil protection.
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trend, impact index, certainty index
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