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Guest Editor’s Note

The contemporary era is defined by interconnectedness and fragility,
where economic decisions, regulatory institutions, and development
paradigms directly impact natural capital and the well-being of future
generations. Resource scarcity, ecosystem degradation, and the uneven
distribution of environmental costs have rendered critical reflection on
governance, reporting, and policymaking mechanisms a strategic
imperative. In its current issue (Volume 6, Issue 15, spring 2026), the
Journal of Environmental and Natural Resource Economics explores a
broad spectrum of these foundational challenges from diverse
perspectives through rigorous research articles.

The studies in this issue bridge micro and macro levels, ranging from
firm and market analysis to national and international policy horizons.
At the macro level of development, one study examines the relationship
between land consumption and per capita income within the framework
of the Environmental Kuznets Curve, highlighting an N-shaped pattern
and revealing the complexities of transitioning from horizontal
expansion to compact and sustainable urban development. In the realm
of transnational policymaking and strategic corridors, another study
evaluates the application of the polluter-pays and user-pays principles
to environmental service tolls in the Strait of Hormuz, grounded in the
law of the sea and natural resource economics. In the domain of urban
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management and public services, a field study assesses the performance
of waste management and urban service systems during major national
gatherings, identifying proactive and planning-oriented requirements
for enhanced preparedness.

At the intersection of economics and accounting, two studies
investigate the role of green accounting in supporting sustainable
development and reporting transparency, while utilizing capital market
panel data to demonstrate that environmental information disclosure
can improve firm stability and investor confidence by reducing
financial risk and cost of capital. Finally, adopting an interdisciplinary
and history-informed approach, an article introduces the innovative
concept of carbon-based biopolitics to explain the nexus between the
fossil economy, health erosion, and the commodification of healthcare
in Iran, emphasizing the necessity of a transition toward a low-carbon
development model and the polluter-pays principle.

The cumulative findings of this issue convey a clear strategic
message: sustainability is neither a mere byproduct of economic growth
nor an ethical requirement; rather, it is the outcome of precise
institutional design, effective information transparency, and reformed
incentive structures that properly price environmental externalities and
internalize them into public and private decision-making. To this end,
topics such as the transition from urban sprawl to compact
development, the establishment of service-based toll systems in
strategic corridors, the upgrading of urban management for mass
events, and the deployment of green accounting coupled with
mandatory environmental disclosure collectively demonstrate that
achieving a resilient future requires harmonization among policy,
institutions, and markets to steer the economy toward sustainability. It
is hoped that this collection will serve as an effective scientific
reference and practical guide for the country’s decision-makers,
managers, and researchers. We extend sincere gratitude to the authors,
esteemed reviewers, and editorial board members whose valuable
efforts made publication of this issue possible.
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