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Guest Editor’s Note

Climate change is no longer a distant concern for everyday life. Its
imprint is already visible in mounting pressure on water resources, in
livelihood hardships, and in the economic decisions to be taken today.
Talking about the economy and the environment is, for this reason, also
talking about the quality of life and the future of our societies. The
articles gathered in this issue approach this relationship from a variety
of points from macroeconomic dynamics across different groups of
countries, to the governance of water resources, to the role of
technology in environmental accountability.

A common thread runs through these studies: the environmental
effects of economic policies and variables are neither uniform nor
linear. The analysis of foreign direct investment in the Middle East and
North Africa and in OECD member countries points to threshold effects
the impact of investment on environmental performance varies with its
level and with the circumstances prevailing in each group of countries.
Research on the BRICS economies and other developing economies
likewise shows that trade, economic growth, and financial
development, alongside the opportunities they create, may also raise
energy consumption and pollutant emissions. These findings remind us
that economic policy cannot be assessed in isolation from the structure
of production, the quality of institutions, and each country’s capacity to
adopt clean technologies.
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Another section of this issue is devoted to water-resource
governance and the crisis of Urmia Lake that make clear environmental
disasters cannot be explained by technical solutions alone. Beyond
water scarcity or the methods by which it is managed, attention must
also be paid to the role of public decision-making, the interests of
different groups, institutional accountability, and the scope for public
participation. The article on Urmia Lake draws attention to the
consequences of power and social pressure in sustaining destructive
activities; the legal and economic study of Iran’s regional water
companies highlights the imperatives of transparency, accountability,
and stakeholder participation in responding to climate change. Taken
together, these studies indicate that sustainable water management
requires the cooperations of responsible institutions and society alike,
as well as mechanisms that make the responsibility for decisions and
their consequences transparent.

As well, new technologies are both an opportunity and a subject for
reflection. The article examining the role of artificial intelligence in
corporate greenwashing captures this duality well: Al can contribute to
greater transparency, to the assessment of environmental performance,
and to the identification of misleading claims; yet where oversight and
accountability are lacking, it may also become a means of rendering
those very claims more sophisticated. The central question, then, is not
merely what technology is available, but what rules govern its use and
who bears responsibility for its consequences.

The articles in this issue differ in method and subject matter, yet they
converge on a single point: sustainability is not the product of a single
decision or of a purely technical solution. Its realization depends on a
precise understanding of each country’s economic conditions,
accountable institutions, social participation, and the responsible use of
technology. It is our hope that this collection will provide researchers
and policymakers with a basis for further dialogue and reflection on
more realistic and more equitable ways of confronting environmental
challenges.

We extend our gratitude to the authors and reviewers whose
scholarly effort and careful judgement have contributed to the
formation of this issue. We respect the publications of these works as
an opportunity to broaden the conversation on environmental and
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natural resource economics a conversation whose continuation is
essential to better decisions about our present and our country’s future.

Keywords: Sustainable Development, Climate Change, Water
Resource Governance; Artificial Intelligence

JEL Classification: Q01, Q25, Q54, F18, F21, 033



\i'i C)‘:...a.\} AY b)u Ar;'b.é.: JL«

eenr.atu.ac.ir
DOI: 10.22054/eenr.2026.97533.256

el Ao e 30 O o ) Sowly 9 (Golaidl wl)
ST (Sl 9 Ol

. . . - /-
.ulxl‘db.@.?zdjjl;ﬁ Mjﬁ@ijé‘”mjj’il* d}.:.lﬁ‘;uw

Ologe s (e
‘J@uﬁﬂ.ui\p)u“;);o\j:@\,oT;l.g;m,sef,',,j.u;;lj,w\mﬁ;wmum;
(D jamn 5 3Ll o)l 53 550 (55 a1k 55 ol (5oLl Slapaeal 5 (thare Slacs,l 50
4 glize (5t 3 n coslad ol SV Ee . 55 el 0T 5 (S5 kS 00l S50
d,,usJw,qcuﬁ@b&,uo}fu}fdu)}:&ﬁ‘5>u;s|o>&§@\,)5|e,u\4:>~uﬁ.uﬁw|

e Ly § (e e

G jloes p (g3laml gl yize 5 ol 3148 ol OT Lt g sy ol &5 2ie slaasS 51 SO
Il 5 o5l ailate (gla; 5387 )3 oyl potone (S HME e o aadllan .o DL 5 otns 4cen
@ 6,13 Sl glilenT (gla J1 35 5l ealaml daw g 5 (6,Ken Olojlu gie la,siS 5 W 3T
aysiS Slag 8 o Lol ph 5 0T b &) s (o Samms 3 Shoe 5 (18 wle 1 457 Lins
das o OLaS 55 dme gl 5o Glaslasl 5 WS sl 5iS 4 by e laias s LS Lk Ll
G5 s Sl San (AiS o 3ol 48T s b LS 53 ¢ Jlo arun 5 5 (g3lamBl i) (o ylos &S
3 Ol i 1y (3basl (gl 45 Wi s o sTl aadl ol dias 21550 1) Laodu VT Ll
35 Sl S sl sl 6,8 w55 5555 8 015 5 sl CukS (W5 ksl

554 il 633155 on dms )l Al s Ol s 5 ST mlie a8 w05l ol 316 803 im
b T 55aS S )3 0l med i (3 slaJomoly b L5 015 god 1) (aomnons 5 01y LS oo
laslg o 8 gl 08U (slaos 8 mblio ¢ gnpas (Slacs S roendd (2B & L 0T Sy e (Slae ol
03 Flamrl 5l 5 Sl Gladaly p asyl Azl s @ b e e s S a5 5 es e STl OISGI

alimalboobi@gmail.com : s, 5 *


file:///C:/Users/PC/Downloads/محیط%20زیست%20و%20منابع%20طبیعی/eenr.atu.ac.ir
https://doi.org/10.22054/eenr.2026.93133.234
http://orcid.org/0000-0001-7533-867X

tade [T G1aS 5 @yl bd 5 do 2 33 0T lamaca § lasboly 5 2Ll i

laihie OT S 8 o bys @sbasbl 5 Saim Jhags 03,108 o Sl O pue slac Il o5l
23S o Ay o8l D i b gl e 3 1) Olaiisd S5l 5 o 8 Gl (CBiE Sop b
4 5 drelr 5 Jgtes Slolg G)Sen & ST L Sy e o s e 0L Dllllas ol o gazes
2 55 5 S Ol opl 53 LSl iy 1) Bpeaal aly 5 S s 457 5505 5L oLy 550
315 sh S g5t 03 B san s A 4 S lllin . Job (sl 2505 o0 5 Wi b
s Shes L5 pty SBUL & S s e ade OLS e b (SE l
e il 1S d_;-@g, Sl BNl ST ¢SS 0kiS ol oS slales) olulid 5 Jaomsos )
o 4 ol BB ol Sy s 350 kS Walesl Olea 035 odony (12 50l &
Jgms G a5 oSl OT 3l oslinal » el B an & ol ol &S il e 2> )3 (615518
Az 0T gladaly

yuc‘s,t,\iggm,@ﬁ@&&_,mu.\;@ou&_@.,:y,u:,,,“)uat;,m
slaslg 5525 (oslaml Ll 5 (385 Sl 4 OT G e (5 B0 ool b 3,0 (o
Sy e gemmn ol plael ol wtly (6315 ) 4 e slizal 5 elar| OS L g}?@g
FuYsle y Faladly lael, 0)lys 2y Job s S50 ol e OIS ol 5 01 Kms,
ST @l p g S laen Jilowe b agerl 5o

o osled ol (68 S 53 a5 i ZEs ) pade AN LS LS Ol 5 08t 5
cu,M;Ja:,u;u;sta)p)>;3qfu;;f‘5\ﬁ@¢;b)uTb-,_t,ua\.ﬁ,gi,ﬂg.u.umu
o570 0538 5T 5 500 05b53 e 68 poees 12 0T 3l oS 0 8 90 toils on e
RCIW
e N S NP O A JCH JVEL IS KT PP VS PR LY
F5an Fsr (S5 DB pae 5 Dl
QO01, Q25, Q54, F18, F21, O33 :JEL suuard

IR PN P g oT U.la:w;..wﬂ) sladely 5 golal L (V¥ F) e (o sde ‘o Q{' 4 Sbw!
DOl: £22112.0%)0 ¢ atk ple 5 Cew) Lows olasl allas T SIS
10.22054/eenr.2026.97533.256

Journal of Environmental and Natural Resource Economics licensed
under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International License.



