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Editor-in-Chief’s Note

Environmental challenges in contemporary Iran have transcended mere
theoretical discourse, evolving into a critical test for national
sustainability. Consecutive droughts, land subsidence, and the
accumulation of challenges in the water and energy sectors demonstrate
that the prevailing model of resource utilization is no longer viable. In
this context, Environmental and Natural Resource Economics serves
not merely as a specialized sub-field, but as the essential framework for
understanding the nexus between economic decision-making and the
nation’s long-term survival.

This issue (Vol. 5, No. 11, Spring 2025) of the Journal of
Environmental and Natural Resource Economics compiles a series of
studies that seek to empirically examine various dimensions of these
challenges. The research presented covers a broad spectrum of micro
and macro issues: from empirical analyses of the nexus between
poverty and environmental degradation in developing countries and the
generational perception of microplastic risks in the Persian Gulf, to the
role of green finance and corporate social responsibility in enhancing
environmental performance.
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A prominent theme in this issue is the critical role of institutions,
governance quality, and policy-making mechanisms. Research
regarding the impact of institutional quality shocks on the economy and
the environment suggests that curbing corruption and improving
institutional efficiency are prerequisites for the effectiveness of any
conservation policy. Furthermore, analyses of water and environmental
challenges based on upstream documents, alongside the proposal of
innovative technological solutions for resource optimization,
underscore the necessity of bridging the gap between macro-economic
analysis and tangible, region-specific solutions.

We hope that this collection of articles fosters meaningful dialogue
among researchers, policymakers, and stakeholders, serving as a
modest contribution to the scientific support of national decision-
making processes. We extend our sincere gratitude to all the authors,
reviewers, and colleagues who have contributed to the publication of
this issue.
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